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“METICULOUSNESS IN ISSUING FATWA” 
 

القَائِل للهِ  إلََِۡهِمۡۖۡ   :الحَمْدُ  نُّوحِِٓ  رجَِالَّ  إلَِّا  قَبۡلكَِ  مِن  رسَۡلۡنَا 
َ
أ وَمَآ 

ِكۡرِ إنِ كُنتُمۡ لََّ تَعۡلمَُونَ  هۡلَ ٱلذ
َ
  .1فَسۡـ َلُوآْ أ

  
ا

نْ لَّ
َ
شْهَدُ أ

َ
هَ أ

َ
دًا   إِل نا مُحَما

َ
شْهَدُ أ

َ
هُ وَأ

َ
 شَرِيكَ ل

َ
هُ وَحْدَهُ لَّ

ا
 الل

ا
إِلَّ

هُ.  
ُ
وَرَسُوْل ى  عَبْدُهُ 

َ
وَعَل دٍ  مُحَمَّ ا 

َ
ن دِّ ِّ

سَي  ى 
َ
عَل م  ِّ

 
وسَل  ِّ

صَل  هُمَّ 
َّ
الل

هِّ  هِّ   ےآلِّ يْنَ  ے وَصَحْبِّ جْمَعِّ
َ
   .أ

ا بَعْدُ،   ما
َ
يَآ أ

َ
وَى  ف

ْ
ق

َ
ت ايَ بِّ يَّ مْ وَإِّ

ُ
يك وْصِّ

ُ
هَ، أ

َّ
 الل

ْ
وا

ُ
ق تَّ مُونَ اِّ سْلِّ

ُ ْ
هَا الْ يُّ

َ
أ

ونَ. 
ُ
ق تَّ

ُ ْ
ازَ الْ

َ
دْ ف

َ
ق

َ
 اللهِّ ف

ى 
َ
عَال

َ
ت هُ 

َّ
الَ الل

َ
َ حَقَّ تقَُاتِهِۦ وَلََ :    ق ٱللََّّ ٱتَّقوُاْ  ءَامَنوُاْ  َٰٓأيَُّهَا ٱلَّذِينَ  يَ 

سۡلِمُونَ   2 .تمَُوتنَُّ إلََِّ وَأنَتمُ مُّ

 

 

Dear blessed Muslims, 

 

I humbly call upon all of us to altogether strive in increasing our 

taqwa of Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta‘aala by performing all of His 

Commands and leaving out all matters that He forbade. May we be 

bestowed with blissfulness and success in this world and Hereafter.  

 

 
1 an-Nahl 16:43. 
2 Aal ‘Imraan 3:102. 
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Let us altogether give our attention and fully internalize on today’s 

khutbah titled “METICULOUSNESS IN ISSUING FATWA.” 

 

Blessed Friday audience, 

 

 According to Kamus Dewan Edisi Keempat, fatwa refers to the decision 

regarding a particular religious ruling that has not been determined based 

upon evidence from al-Qur’an, hadeeth, and other religious sources including 

ijtihaad of muftis. While ar-Raaghib al-Asfahaani stated that fatwa is the 

answer to questions pertaining to religious rulings. 

 

Therefore, it can be understood that fatwa is a notification of shar‘i ruling 

upon a particular matter. And for such definition, we find the term fatwa 

mentioned in al-Qur’an, in verse 127 of Soorah an-Nisaa’: 

 

ُ يُفْتيِكُمْ فيِهِنا   وَيسَْتَفْتُونكََ فِِ النذسَِاءِ ۖۡ قُلِ اللَّا
 

“And they request from you, [O Muhammad], a [legal] ruling [fatwa] 

concerning women. Say, “Allah gives you a ruling [fatwa] about them.”” 

 

Dear blessed Muslims, 

 

 In the affairs pertaining to issuing a particular fatwa, an individual who 

holds the title of mufti is a person who assumes a very significant role. Mufti 

refers to one who possess sound religious knowledge, well-versed in shar‘i 

rulings, appointed by the Ruler to answer questions that arise. The mufti is 

supported by a group of ‘ulamaa’ (scholars) who are referred to as Members 

of the Fatwa Committee. 
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In the context of the state of Selangor, a fatwa can be issued whether 

through the request of any individual within the society in this state, or at the 

request of Members of the Fatwa Committee itself, or upon the decree of His 

Majesty the Sultan of Selangor as the Head of Islam in this state. Among its 

objective is to clarify and as guidance pertaining to shar‘i ruling for a particular 

issue.   

 

Before deciding on a fatwa, a thorough study and research must be 

undertaken before it is discussed in great details at the Selangor State Fatwa 

Committee meeting. This indicates that any fatwa that is to be issued must be 

subjected to a complete data collection process, with comprehensive 

information and accurate depiction of the issue before it is discussed. This 

necessitates very detailed and in-depth research.  

 

It is this type of meticulousness that was demonstrated by the founder 

of our madhhab (school of thought), Imaam ash-Shaafi‘i, who was a mujtahid 

mutlaq (absolute mujtahid). He would not straightaway answer questions that 

were posed to him, but instead he would think and ponder before answering 

them. Here is a reply of Imaam ash-Shaafi‘i in a narration that was mentioned 

by Imaam an-Nawawi: 

 

جَوَابِ 
ْ
وْ فِي ال

َ
وتِ أ

ُ
ك فَضْلَ فِي السُّ

ْ
نا ال

َ
دْرِيَ أ

َ
ى أ  ... حَتا

“(I waited) until I know whether remaining quiet is better or to answer 

(that question).” 

 

This careful and cautious nature is truly needed when issuing a fatwa to 

the society for it is a very heavy task and a great amaanah (trust). It is this trait 

of perseverance that is practiced when determining a particular fatwa, so that 
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the best decision is made, coinciding with religious stipulation, and safeguards 

the maslahah (interest) of the society.  

 

Imaam an-Nawawi mentioned in his  work Adaab al-Fatwa Wal Mufti Wal 

Mustafti: 

 

فَضْلِ...
ْ
ثِيْرُ ال

َ
وْقِعِ ك

َ ْ
بِيرُ الْ

َ
رِ ك

َ
ط

َ
خ

ْ
تَاءَ عَظِيمُ ال

ْ
ف ِ

ْ
نا الْ

َ
مْ أ

َ
 اِعْل

 

“Know that the act of issuing fatwa is a task of very high risk and danger, 

a position of great honor with many merits.” 

 

Because of that, meticulousness is a matter that is truly vital when it 

comes to issuing a fatwa. This is because the fatwa declared, which serves as 

guide in religious rulings for the society, will be implemented and enforced 

when it is gazetted. Representing Ulil Amr (ruling authority), Members of 

Selangor State Fatwa Committee are responsible in ensuring the decision 

made is accurate and conforms with the requirements of the shara‘. May all 

efforts and earnestness exerted attain tremendous reward from Allah 

Subhaanahu Wa Ta‘aala. It was narrated from ‘Amr bin al-‘As that he heard 

Rasulullah صلى الله عليه وسلم said: 

 

جْرَانِ،
َ
هُ أ

َ
ل
َ
صَابَ ف

َ
ما أ

ُ
مَ الحَاكِمُ فاجْتَهَدَ ث

َ
 إذا حَك

هُ أجْر  
َ
ل
َ
 ف

َ
أ
َ
ط

ْ
ما أخ

ُ
مَ فاجْتَهَدَ ث

َ
ا حَك

َ
 وإِذ

 

“When a judge gives a ruling, having tried his best to decide 

correctly, and is right, he will have a double reward; and when he gives 



Friday Sermon 18th July 2025CE l 22 Muharram 1447H: “METICULOUSLNESS IN ISSUING FATWA” 

                                                                                                                                                                  Jabatan Agama Islam Selangor 

                                          

 

 

 
5 

 

 

 

 

a ruling having tried his best to decide correctly, and is wrong, he will 

have a single reward.” 

 

(al-Bukhaari) 

 

Respected Muslims, 

 

During the study and research process, a Muzaakarah (Discussion) of 

Experts will be held to unravel a particular issue comprehensively. It is 

attended by prominent Muslim scholars, academicians, and those possessing 

expertise regarding the issue being discussed, as well as the involvement of 

officials from authoritative bodies. If there is a need and a solid resolution has 

yet to be achieved, then a session of Bahth al-Masaa’il (Discussion of Issues) 

will be held. It is a discussion on a smaller scale to further resolve a complex 

matter in greater detail and accuracies. 

 

Only then the Meeting of the Fatwa Committee will take place. This is 

according to the Administration of the Religion of Islam (State of Selangor) 

Enactment 2003, Section 48 (2) which state: 

 

  Whenever the Committee proposes to make a fatwa the Mufti shall call 

a meeting of the Fatwa Committee for the purpose of discussing the proposed 

fatwa. 

 

It is in this Meeting of Fatwa Committee that all research and study 

findings will be presented in a scholarly manner and a two-way discussion held 

between the researchers and Members of Fatwa Committee, comprised of 

distinguished scholars and qualified academicians within the fields of 

‘aqeedah, sharee‘ah, and akhlaaq (character). 
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Following that, seeghah (formal statement) of the fatwa that has been 

issued by the Fatwa Committee will be revised and harmonized in the Meeting 

of Fatwa Harmonization Technical Committee to ensure that seeghah of the 

fatwa issued is clear and organized without violating any laws enforced. Then, 

seeghah of the fatwa will be raised to the Meeting of Members of Selangor 

Islamic Religious Council (MAIS).  

 

The Selangor Islamic Religious Council (MAIS) plays the role to 

meticulously examine the fatwa being recommended and then making 

recommendation to His Royal Highness the Sultan of Selangor to gazette a 

particular fatwa. If His Majesty gives consent to gazette a particular fatwa, that 

fatwa will be reported to the State Government Meeting Council. This fatwa 

will be then reviewed by the Selangor State Legal Advisor Office before it is 

published in the Government of Selangor Gazette. 

 

Dear blessed Friday congregation, 

 

It is clear to us that a fatwa is issued collectively by Members of the 

Selangor State Fatwa Committee, and it is not merely individual opinion. 

Verily, the opinion of many is better than the opinion of a single person. 

Moreover, it conforms to the concept of shuraa (consultation) that is enjoined 

by al-Qur’an and as-Sunnah. 

 

Similarly, it is clear to us that a fatwa is only issued after having gone 

through a rigorous and arduous process. In this regard, His Majesty the Sultan 

of Selangor stated during the officiating of Multaqa Sultan Sharafuddin Idris 

Shah Alhaj in November 2024 that: 
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“...the process of issuing a fatwa is conducted with thoroughness by 

considering the views of many parties especially members of Selangor State 

Fatwa Committee and experts in shar‘i rulings, before it is taken up for My 

approval and then gazetted.” 

 

Hence, as residents of this state, we must adhere to the fatwa that has 

been issued for the sake of harmony and maslahah of the ummah. Indeed, the 

fatwa in a particular state represents the belief or madhhab for the general 

masses living in that state. Shaykh Hasanain Muhammad Makhluf, one of the 

former members of Senior Council Members of al-Azhar University, Egypt, had 

stated:  

 

تْوَى مُفْتِيْهِ 
َ
هَبُ العَامِي ف

ْ
 مَذ

“The madhhab of the layman is according to the opinion (fatwa) of his 

mufti.” 

 

Blessed Muslims, 

 

To end the khutbah this time, I implore and invite all Muslims to ponder 

upon several lessons as guidelines in our lives: 

1. The Muslim ummah must accept and respect fataawa for they had 

been issued collectively, carefully, and meticulously in ensuring that the 

principles of shar‘i rulings are upheld, and the interest of the Muslims are 

preserved.  

2. The Muslim ummah must always remain attentive and cognizant 

upon fataawa that have been gazetted, and aid the authorities in its 

enforcement, so as to preserve the well-being and peacefulness for all 

quarters. 
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3. The Muslim ummah must refer to Islamic religious authorities when 

dealing with arising issues within the society that are intertwined with shar‘i 

ruling. 

 

يطَْانِ الراجِيمِْ  ِ مِنَ الشا عُوذُْ باِللَّا
َ
 أ

ذَاعُوا بهِۦِ ۖۡ وَلوَْ رَدُّوهُ إلََِ  
َ
وِ ٱلَْْوفِْ أ

َ
مْنِ أ

َ
ِنَ ٱلْْ مْرٌ مذ

َ
وَإِذَا جَاءَٓهُمْ أ

ِينَ يسَْتَنۢبطُِونهَُۥ مِنهُْمْۗ  وَلوَْلََّ   مْرِ مِنهُْمْ لَعَلمَِهُ ٱلا
َ
ولِِ ٱلْْ

ُ
ٱلراسُولِ وَإِلََٰٓ أ

ِ عَلَيكُْمْ وَرحََْْتُهُۥ لََتابَعْتُ  ٰـنَ إلَِّا قَليِلًا  فضَْلُ ٱللَّا يطَْ  ٨٣مُ ٱلشا
 

“And when there comes to them information about [public] security 

or fear, they spread it around. But if they had referred it back to the 

Messenger or to those of authority among them, then the ones who [can] 

draw correct conclusions from it would have known about it. And if not 

for the favor of Allah upon you and His mercy, you would have followed 

Satan, except for a few.” 

 

(Soorah an-Nisaa’ 4:83) 
 

فَعَنِيْ  
َ
عَظِيْمِ وَن

ْ
قُرْآنِ ال

ْ
مْ فِي ال

ُ
ك

َ
مْ بِمَا فِيْهِ بَارَكَ اُلله لِيْ وَل

ُ
اك وَإِيا

مْ  
ُ
يْ وَمِنْك ِ

لَ مِن  قَبا
َ
حَكِيْمِ وَت

ْ
رِ ال

ْ
ك ِ

 
هُ مِنَ الآيَاتِ وَالذ

َ
وَت

َ
هُ هُوَ   تِلَ إِنا

مِيْعُ  عَلِيْمُ. السا
ْ
 ال
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وَلِسَآئِرِ  مْ 
ُ
ك

َ
وَل لِيْ  عَظِيْمَ 

ْ
ال اَلله  فِرُ 

ْ
سْتَغ

َ
وَأ ا 

َ
هَذ وْلِيْ 

َ
ق ولُ 

ُ
ق

َ
 أ

حِيْمُ. الرا فُوْرُ 
َ
غ

ْ
ال هُوَ  هُ  إِنا فِرُوْهُ 

ْ
اسْتَغ

َ
ف سْلِمَاتِ 

ُ ْ
وَالْ سْلِمِيْنَ 

ُ ْ
 الْ

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE SECOND KHUTBAH 
 

بَاتِ  ِ
ي 
ا
نَا مِنَ الط

َ
سْلِمِيْنَ، وَرَزَق

ُ ْ
نَا مِنَ الْ

َ
ذِيْ جَعَل

ا
هِ ال

ا
حَمْدُ لِل

ْ
 .ال

  
ا

نْ لَّ
َ
شْهَدُ أ

َ
 اللهُ أ

ا
هَ إِلَّ

َ
   إِل

َ
دًا   وَحْدَهُ لَّ نا مُحَما

َ
هَدُ أ

ْ
ش

َ
هُ، وَأ

َ
رِيْكَ ل

َ
ش

دٍ  ا مُحَما
َ
دِن ِ

ى سَي 
َ
مْ وَبَارِكْ عَل ِ

 
ِ وَسَل

هُما صَل 
ا
هُ. الل

ُ
عَبْدُهُ وَرَسُوْل
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ى
َ
ا    آلِهِ   وَعَل ما

َ
أ يْنِ.  ِ

يَوْمِ الد  ى 
َ
إِل بِإِحْسَانٍ  بِعَهُمْ 

َ
ت وَمَنْ  وَصَحْبِهِ 

قَدْ  
َ
ايَ بِتَقْوَى اِلله ف مْ وَإِيا

ُ
وصِيك

ُ
هَ أ

ا
 الل

ْ
قُوا يَا عِبَادَ اِلله اِتا

َ
بَعْدُ، ف

قُوْنَ. تا
ُ ْ
ازَ  الْ

َ
 ف

َٰٓأيَُّهَا ٱلَّذِينَ ءَامَنوُاْ صَلُّواْ عَلَيۡهِ  ِِّۚ يَ  ئِكَتهَۥُ يصَُلُّونَ عَلَى ٱلنَّبِي 
َٰٓ َ وَمَلَ  إنَِّ ٱللََّّ

3 .وَسَل ِمُواْ تسَۡلِيمًا

صْحَابِهِ 
َ
وَأ آلِهِ  ى 

َ
وَعَل دٍ  مُحَما ا 

َ
دِن ِ

سَي  ى 
َ
عَل مْ  ِ

 
وَسَل  ِ

صَل  هُما 
ا
الل

جْمَعِيْنَ 
َ
 .أ

اتِّ 
َ
ن مِّ

ْ
ؤ

ُ ْ
وَالْ يْنَ  نِّ مِّ

ْ
ؤ

ُ ْ
وَالْ مَاتِّ  سْلِّ

ُ ْ
وَالْ يْنَ  مِّ مُسْلِّ

ْ
ل لِّ رْ  فِّ

ْ
اغ هُمَّ 

َّ
 الل

حْيَاءِّ 
َ ْ
نْهُمْ    الْ مْوَاتِّ مِّ

َ
عَوَاتِّ وَالْ يْبُ الدَّ رِّيْبٌ مُجِّ

َ
يْعٌ ق كَ سَمِّ

َّ
ن ، إِّ

حَاجَاتِّ 
ْ
يَ ال اض ِّ

َ
 . وَيَا ق

سْلِمِيْنَ.
ُ
مُوْرِهِمْ وَجَمِيْعَ الْ

ُ
 أ

َ
ة

َ
سْلِمِيْنَ وَوُلَّ

ُ ْ
 الْ

َ
ة ئِما

َ
صْلِحْ أ

َ
هُما أ

ا
لل

َ
 ا

هُما  
ا
لل

َ
كَ ا

ُ
ل
َ
سْأ

َ
وَن مِيْنِ، 

َ
الأ كَ  ِ

بِنَبِي  يْكَ 
َ
إِل لُ  وَنَتَوَسا كَ 

ُ
ل
َ
سْأ

َ
ن ا  إِنا

بِعَيْنِ   
َ
تَحْفَظ نْ 

َ
أ مَى، 

ْ
عُظ

ْ
ال وَصِفَاتِكَ  حُسْنَى، 

ْ
ال سْمَآئِكَ 

َ
بِأ

  
َ
ة

َ
ل
َ
ةِ، جَلَ مَدَانِيا ايَتِكَ الصا

َ
ةِ، وَبِحِفْظِ وِق انِيا با مَلِكِنَا عِنَايَتِكَ الرا

ين ادريس شاه  ِ
 الد 

ُ
رَف

َ
ان ش

َ
ط

ْ
ور، سُل

ُ
ان سلَڠ

َ
ط

ْ
مِ، سُل

ا
عَظ

ُ ْ
الْ

 
3 Al-Ahzab: 56. 
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شاه  العزيز  عبد  ين  ِ
الد  حُ 

َ
صَلَ ان 

َ
ط

ْ
سُل الْرحوم  ابن  الحاج 

 
َ
ة حا ِ

وَالص  وْفِيْقَ،  وَالتا  
َ
هِدَايَة

ْ
وَال عَوْنَ 

ْ
ال دِمِ 

َ
أ هُما 

ا
لل

َ
ا الحاج. 

اِبْنِ  اه 
َ

ش مِير 
َ
أ تڠكو  ور،  

ُ
سلَڠ عَهْدِ   ِ

لِوَلِى  مِنْكَ،   
َ
مَة

َ
لَ وَالسا

الحاج، ادريس شاه  ين  ِ
الد   

ُ
رَف

َ
ان ش

َ
ط

ْ
ل حٍ   السُّ

َ
وَصَلَ مْنٍ 

َ
أ فِيْ 

رَ 
َ
وَك كَ  ِ

بِمَن  ا  مِكَ وَعَافِيَةٍ 
َ
ذ طِلْ  يَا 

َ
أ هُما 

ا
لل

َ
ا رَامِ. 

ْ
وَالِْك جَلَلِ 

ْ
ال

غْ   ِ
 
وَبل دِ، 

َ
بِلَ

ْ
وَال ةِ  عِيا وَالرا فِيْنَ 

ا
مُوَظ

ْ
لِل مُصْلِحَيْنِ  عُمْرَهُمَا 

ادِ. 
َ

ش هُدَى وَالرا
ْ
رِيقِ ال

َ
 مَقَاصِدَهُمَا لِط

 
 

 

O Allah! Make us among Your slaves that preserves the amaanah. 

Protect our state and nation from destruction due to acts of disobedience, 

bribery, embezzlement, and power abuse. Bestow upon us a leader that is 

trustworthy, honest, and firm in upholding the truth and executing justice 

according to the Sharee‘ah. O Allah, make the masaajid and suraus in the 

state of Selangor as Your peaceful homes, uniting everyone, and serve as the 

heart of the ummah’s strength.  

O Allah! Protect the Muslims and Masjid al-Aqsa in Palestine. Safeguard 

them from oppression and evil, and bestow upon them determination, 

courage, and victory. 

O Allah! Strengthen the ‘aqeedah of the Muslims in this state, ‘aqeedah 

that is upon the creed of Ahl as-Sunnah wal-Jamaa‘ah, which is upon the path 

of Prophet Muhammad  صلى الله عليه وسلم and his Companions radiyAllaahu ‘anhum, and 
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spare us from all of the fitan that can harm the union and unity of the Muslim 

ummah. 

 

ةَ أعَۡينُٖ وَٱجۡعَلۡنَا لِلۡمُتَّقِينَ إمَِامًا تِنَا قرَُّ يَّ  جِنَا وَذرُ ِ  .4. رَبَّنَا هَبۡ لَنَا مِنۡ أزَۡوَ 

نۡيَا حَسَنَةٗ وَفِِ ٱلۡأٓخِرَةِ حَسَنَةٗ وَقنَِا عَذَابَ ٱلناارِ   5. رَبانَآ ءَاتنَِا فِِ ٱلدُّ
هِ،  

ا
عَدۡلِ وَٱلِۡۡحۡسَٰنِ وَإِيتَايِٕٓ ذيِ ٱلقُۡرۡبََٰ وَيَنۡهَٰ عِبَادَ الل

مُرُ بٱِلۡ
ۡ
َ يأَ عَنِ  إنِا ٱللَّا

رُونَ  ِۚ يعَظُِكُمۡ لعََلاكُمۡ تذََكا   6. ٱلفَۡحۡشَاءِٓ وَٱلمُۡنكَرِ وَٱلَۡۡغِۡ
 

مْ، 
ُ
يَزِدْك نِعَمِهِ  ى 

َ
عَل رُوْهُ 

ُ
ك

ْ
وَاش مْ 

ُ
رْك

ُ
ك

ْ
يَذ عَظِيْمَ 

ْ
ال اَلله   

ْ
رُوا

ُ
ك

ْ
اذ

َ
ف

مَا  مُ 
َ
يَعْل هُ 

ا
وَالل بَرُ 

ْ
ك

َ
أ اِلله  رُ 

ْ
ذِك

َ
وَل مْ 

ُ
يُعْطِك ضْلِهِ 

َ
ف مِنْ  وْهُ 

ُ
ل
َ
وَاسْأ

 تَصْنَعُونَ. 

 

 

 
4 al-Furqaan 25:74. 
5 al-Baqarah 2:201. 
6 an-Nahl 16:90. 


