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Dear blessed Muslims,

| humbly call upon all of us to altogether strive in increasing our tagqwa of
Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta‘aala by performing all of His Commands and
abstaining from all of His prohibitions. May we be bestowed with blissfulness

and success in this world and the Hereafter.

On this very noble day, | will be discussing upon a khutbah titled “ARE
WE TRULY LIBERATED?”

Blessed Friday audience,

Lan-Noor 24:44
2 Aal ‘Imraan 3:102
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The date 31% of August 2024 should make us realize that Malaysia has
reached the age of 67 as an independent and sovereign nation. Freedom or
Independence is not just the rhetoric of historical narrative or merely reminder
notes for everyone from forgetting to celebrate such occasion. Look at the
many nations that have attained their independence physically but are still
colonized in the non-physical sense. Moreover, the rapid advancement of
science and technology today has enabled colonization in a new form
especially within the mind, soul, and culture. The country has been
independent for 67 years but the mindset, culture, and lifestyle of the
colonialists still have a strong grip in every aspects of nationhood, whether in

political, social, and economical aspects.

Islam has explained that the meaning of independence is not only within
the physical aspect alone, but it includes the mental, physical, and spiritual
aspects. Islam liberates mankind from the chains of slavery among humans.
Islam frees mankind from the shackles of worldliness that is narrow and mortal.

Islam frees mankind from the oppression of man-made legal systems.

Imaam ibn Katheer recorded in his great work titled al-Bidaayah wa an-
Nihaayah (5LAls 4510J1) that Rabee’ bin ‘Aamir radiyAllaahu ‘anh was

asked by Rustum, the Persian military leader: “Who are you?” Rabee’ replied:
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“We are a people whom Allah has sent to bring out whomever He wills
from the worship of man to the worship of Allah alone, and from the narrowness
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of this world to the spaciousness of this world and the Hereafter, and from the

injustice of religions to the justice of Islam.”
Dear beloved audience,

The liberated person is known as mu’min muwahhid, which is the one
that worships and upholds the Unity (Oneness) of Allah Subhaanahu Wa
Ta‘aala and does not commit shirk with Him. Mu’min muwahhid is a free person
that is liberated from the shackles of slavery to fellow creations. Freedom in
Islam is liberty or freeing oneself from all shackles of the world that bind the
creations to full submission unto The Almighty Creator. It is only with true
teachings and religious practice that mankind can be liberated from ignorance,

darkness, and oppression.

Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta‘aala mentions in verse 16 of soorah al-
Maa’idah:
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“By which Allah guides those who pursue His pleasure to the ways
of peace and brings them out from darknesses into the light, by His

permission, and guides them to a straight path.”

The mu’min muwahhid with purity of ‘ageedah will surely be safeguarded
from the threat of kufr (disbelief) ideologies, namely pluralism, liberalism, and
secularism. Mu’min muwahhid is a free individual who possess true self-
identity, which is one who is obedient upon the commands and prohibitions of
his Rabb. The reality that must be realized is that there is no such thing as
absolute freedom in this world but that it necessitates different form of rules,

laws, or governance that can regulate it. Only the authority of The Creator that
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can govern all affairs of mankind in the best manner. From the wasiyyah (will)
of our beloved %, we are guaranteed to not go astray for as long as we firmly

cling onto the teachings of al-Qur'an and the sunnah of His Messenger.

Muslims with true self-identity will surely reject filthy behavior that is
undignified and immoral despicable life habits such as bribery, abuse of power,
fraudulent, oppression, instigating for personal gain, and others. Muslims with
true self-identity will surely remain preserved from getting influenced by the
culture that flaunts one’s appearance, clothing, interactions, entertainment, and

other matters that clearly violates the Islamic Sharee‘ah.
Respected Muslims,

The free person will give birth to a free nation, a nation that is strong and
complete. The soundness of a nation is based on imaan (faith), self-identity,
and the unity of its citizens. Islam as the true religion has provided various
measures on governance in forming liberated individuals within the society and
nation. Every Muslims are brethren to one another, who must strengthen each
other. Every human, though having varying gender, race, and ethnicity, must
get to know one another in achieving compatibility, as well as harmonious
society. The soundness and firmness of the independent nation is very

important in maintaining the wellbeing and progress of the nation.

The independence that we are enjoying today is the fruit of labor of our
statesmen, luminaries, and warriors who were embedded with the independent
spirit and having served the country, with the willingness to sacrifice their lives
in fighting off the colonialists, for the sake of freedom. The struggle, hardship,
and pain endured by the earlier generation must be internalized in the best
manner so that they can be appreciated and thanked for by the current
generation. Indeed, the spirit of loving the independent nation is demanded in

Islam.
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In the hadeeth of ibn ‘Abbaas radiyAllaahu ‘anhuma, Rasulullah ¥ had

manifested his patriotism and independent spirit by stating about Makkabh:
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“How sweet of a land you are and how dear you are to me, and if it
were not that my people expelled me from you, | would not have lived in

other than you.”

(at-Tirmidhi)

Blessed Muslims,

To end the khutbah today, let us derive several lessons from this sermon

as guidance in our lives, namely:

1.  The Muslim ummah must realize that independence is a favor from
Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta‘aala that must be preserved and defended, for it was
attained through imaan and a plethora of tears.

2.  The Muslim ummah must remain cognizant that Islam has liberated
the ‘aql/ (intellect) and hearts of mankind through the concepts of servitude unto
Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta‘aala, obedience to His Messenger, and adherence
upon His Sharee‘ah.

3. The Muslim ummah must reflect upon the concept of ‘Jiwa
Merdeka’ (Spirit of Independence) so that the spirit of patriotism can be
nurtured, hence uniting the hearts of the citizens for the sake of the nation’s
wellbeing.
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“O you who have believed, remember the favor of Allah upon you
when a people determined to extend their hands [in aggression] against

you, but He withheld their hands from you; and fear Allah. And upon Allah

let the believers rely.”
(Soorah al-Maa’idah 5:11)
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THE SECOND KHUTBAH
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O Allah! We seek refuge in You from severe trials, from being afflicted
with calamities, from evil in destiny, and from the joy of the enemies upon the
tribulations and misfortunes that befell us. O Allah! We beseech Your
protection, from losing the favors that You have bestowed, from the loss of
health that You have granted, protect our state from calamity and disaster. O
Allah! You are our One and Only Savior, we humbly beg You to save Masjid

al-Agsa in Palestine.

O Allah! Make us among Your slaves that fulfills the amaanah. Strengthen

our imaan so that we avoid treachery, protect us from becoming among those
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that neglect their responsibilities, and protect our state and nation from
destruction due to bribery, embezzlement, and power abuse. Render the duty
to lead our country upon Your slaves whom are trustworthy and honest, as well
as firm and courageous in upholding the truth and executing justice according
to the Sharee‘ah. O Allah, make the masaajid and suraus in the state of
Selangor as Your peaceful homes, uniting everyone, and serve as the heart of

the ummah’s strength.
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