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“RIYAA’ IN ‘IBAADAH” 
 

هِِ
َّ
حَمْدُ لِل

ْ
ل
َ
قَآئِل  ا

ْ
َٰلهَُمۡ رئِاَءَٓ ٱلنذاسِ وَلََ يؤُۡمِنُونَ  : ال مۡوَ

َ
ِينَ ينُفقُِونَ أ وَٱلَّذ

يۡطََٰنُ لََُۥ قَريِنٗا فَسَاءَٓ قَريِنٗا  ِ وَلََ بٱِلَۡۡوۡمِ ٱلۡأٓخِرِِۗ وَمَن يكَُنِ ٱلشذ  ٣٨1بٱِللَّذ
   

ا
نْ لَّ

َ
شْهَدُ أ

َ
هَ أ

َ
هُ وَحْدَهُ   إِل

ا
 الل

ا
نا    وإِلَّ

َ
شْهَدُ أ

َ
هُ وَأ

َ
 شَرِيكَ ل

َ
دَنَا  لَّ ِ

سَي 

عَبْدُهُ  دًا  دِنَا    ومُحَما ِ
سَي  ى 

َ
عَل وَبَارِكْ  مْ  ِ

 
وسَل  ِ

صَل  هُما 
ا
لل

َ
ا هُ. 

ُ
وَرَسُوْل

ى آلِهِ 
َ
دٍ وَعَل جْمَعِيْنَ  ےوَصَحْبِهِ  ےمُحَما

َ
   .أ

يَآ
َ
ا بَعْدُ، ف ما

َ
سْلِمُونَ  أ

ُ ْ
هَا الْ يُّ

َ
ايَ بِتَقْوَى    ،أ مْ وَإِيا

ُ
وْصِيك

ُ
هَ، أ

ا
 الل

ْ
قُوا اِتا

قُونَ.  تا
ُ ْ
ازَ الْ

َ
قَدْ ف

َ
 اِلله ف

ى:   
َ
عَال

َ
هُ ت

ا
الَ الل

َ
َ حَقذ تُقَاتهِۦِ وَلََ تَمُوتُنذ ق ِينَ ءَامَنُواْ ٱتذقُواْ ٱللَّذ هَا ٱلَّذ يُّ

َ
يََٰأ
سۡلمُِونَ  نتُم مُّ

َ
 2 ١٠٢إلَِذ وَأ

 

Dear blessed Muslims, 

 

I humbly call upon all of us to altogether strive in increasing our taqwa of 

Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta‘aala by performing all of His Commands and 

abstaining from all of His prohibitions. May we be bestowed with blissfulness 

and success in this world and the Hereafter. 

  

On this blessed day, I will discuss upon a khutbah titled “RIYAA’ IN 

‘IBAADAH.” 

Blessed Friday audience, 

 

 
1 an-Nisaa’ 4:38. 
2 Aal ‘Imraan 3:102 
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Islam is protective upon its adherents so that they would always remain 

upon the path of Truth. The Muslims are taught to always preserve their 

akhlaaq (character) by getting rid of madhmoomah (blameworthy) traits within 

themselves, and replace them with the traits of mahmoodah (praiseworthy). 

Among the traits of madhmoomah that are waajib (obligatory) to be avoided is 

riyaa’ (showing off).   

 

Linguistically, riyaa’ originates from the word ru’yah, which means to 

manifest or make visible a good deed towards fellow human being. From a 

technical or Shar‘i standpoint, it means to perform ‘ibaadah (acts of worship) 

with the niyyah (intention) to be praised by others and without the intention for 

the sake of Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta‘aala Alone. This trait is truly futile for it 

entails a pretentious nature that is always scouring for the opportunity to be 

praised. It also serves as the weapon for shaytaan to defeat those that are 

always indulging in ‘ibaadah to the point of having all of their deeds invalidated 

and not reaching Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta‘aala. 

Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta‘aala mentions in verse 264 of soorah al-

Baqarah: 

 

ِي   ذَىَٰ كَٱلَّذ
َ
َٰتكُِم بٱِلمَۡن ِ وَٱلۡۡ صَدَقَ تُبۡطِلُواْ  لََ  ِينَ ءَامَنُواْ  هَا ٱلَّذ يُّ

َ
َٰٓأ يَ

ِ وَٱلَۡۡوۡمِ ٱلۡأٓخِرِِۖ    ينُفقُِ مَالََُۥ رئِاَءَٓ ٱلنذاسِ وَلََ يؤُۡمِنُ بٱِللَّذ
 

“O you who have believed, do not invalidate your charities with 

reminders or injury as does one who spends his wealth [only] to be seen 

by the people and does not believe in Allah and the Last Day.”  

 

This trait can appear whether we are in the state of full cognizance or not. 

At times we would forget, become negligent, and heedless that some of our 

‘ibaadah are performed to be seen by the masses. This is to gain the attention 
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and praise from others such as uploading any content, specifically the ‘ibaadah 

that we perform, onto social media platforms and others. We would then sit and 

wait, only to be in joy and pride when others would provide their feedback in 

praising us that we forget our true objectives in performing those ‘ibaadah.  

 

Unfortunately, we are more hopeful in attaining rewards from humans in 

this world that we forget for all of the deeds and ‘ibaadah performed, it is only 

Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta‘aala who is worthy to judge and reward. Take heed, 

an ‘ibaadah is done in adhering to the command of Allah Subhaanahu Wa 

Ta‘aala and not due to the command of His creations. The deeds that we 

perform will only be deemed worthy and rewarded by Allah Subhaanahu Wa 

Ta‘aala if they were done with ikhlaas (sincerity) for His sake. The attribute of 

riyaa’ is a very dangerous ailment for it can threaten the purity of ‘aqeedah and 

destroy ikhlaas within the heart.  

 

Mahmood bin Lubayd radiyAllaahu ‘anh narrated that Rasulullah  صلى الله عليه وسلم said: 

 

:وَمَا   وا 
ُ
ال

َ
رُ ق

َ
صْغ

َ ْ
رْكُ الْ ِ

 
مُ الش

ُ
يْك

َ
 عَل

ُ
اف

َ
خ

َ
أ  مَا 

َ
وَف

ْ
خ

َ
أ إِنا 

رْكُ   ِ
 

عَزا الش لهُ 
ا
ال يَقُولُ  يَاءُ،  ِ

الر  الَ: 
َ
ق هِ؟ 

ا
الل رَسُولَ  يَا  رُ 

َ
صْغ

َ ْ
الْ

ى 
َ
هَبُوا إِل

ْ
عْمَالِهِمْ: اذ

َ
اسُ بِأ ا جُزِيَ النا

َ
قِيَامَةِ: إِذ

ْ
هُمْ يَوْمَ ال

َ
وَجَلا ل

جِدُونَ عِنْدَهُمْ 
َ
رُوا هَلْ ت

ُ
ظ

ْ
ان

َ
يَا ف

ْ
ن ونَ فِي الدُّ ُ

رَاؤ
ُ
نْتُمْ ت

ُ
ذِينَ ك

ا
ال

 جَزَاءً 
 

“What I fear for you the most is the minor shirk, that is ar-riyaa’. 

Allah will say on the Day of Judgement when He is rewarding the people 

for their actions: “Go to those for whom you did riyaa’ for in the world 

then see if you find the reward with them.”” 
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(Ahmad) 

 

Dear blessed audience, 

 

The ruling for riyaa’ is that it is haraam (unlawful) and it is condemned by 

Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta‘aala, based on verses 4-6 of soorah al-Ma‘oon: 

 

ِينَ هُمۡ عَن صَلََتهِِمۡ سَاهُونَ    ٤فَوَيۡلٞ ل لِۡمُصَل يَِن   ِينَ هُمۡ     ٥ٱلَّذ ٱلَّذ
  ٦يرَُاءُٓونَ 

 

“So woe to those who pray. [But] who are heedless of their prayer - 

Those who make show [of their deeds].” 

 

Based on these verses, those that perform ‘ibaadah or righteous deeds 

for the purpose of ‘ibaadah and riyaa’, then their ‘ibaadah will not be rewarded 

by Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta‘aala because its reward has been concealed by 

riyaa’. 

 

Esteemed Friday audience, 

 

Getting rid of this vile trait necessitates mujaahadah, which is jihaad 

within one’s own self. The first step is to throw out all of the evil and bad deeds 

that have become a habit within us. At the same time, we must force ourselves 

to engage in righteous deeds. Instill the determination to continue to remain 

istiqaamah (steadfast) in ridding off riyaa’ within ourselves. Perform ‘ibaadah 

with a sincere heart, purely for the sake of Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta‘aala 

without associating anything with Him. There is no use for ‘ibaadah performed 

just to attain praises from human beings for they are only beneficial in this 

mortal world. Remember, all of the ‘ibaadah that we perform with ikhlaas purely 
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for Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta‘aala Alone are purely for the sake of attaining His 

Pleasure. 

 

Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta‘aala mentions in verse 146 of soorah an-

Nisaa’: 

 

  ِ لِلَّذ دِينَهُمۡ  خۡلصَُواْ 
َ
وَأ  ِ بٱِللَّذ وَٱعۡتَصَمُواْ  صۡلَحُواْ 

َ
وَأ تاَبوُاْ  ِينَ  ٱلَّذ إلَِذ 

جۡرًا عَظِيمٗا 
َ
ُ ٱلمُۡؤۡمِنيَِن أ َٰٓئكَِ مَعَ ٱلمُۡؤۡمِنيَِنَۖ وَسَوۡفَ يؤُۡتِ ٱللَّذ وْلَ

ُ
  ١٤٦فَأ

 

“Except for those who repent, correct themselves, hold fast to Allah, 

and are sincere in their religion for Allah, for those will be with the 

believers. And Allah is going to give the believers a great reward.” 

 

Dear blessed Muslims, 

 

To end the khutbah today, let us derive several lessons from the sermon 

as guidelines in our lives, namely: 

 

1. The Muslim ummah must perform all ‘ibaadah with ikhlaas purely 

for the sake of Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta‘aala, not to gain attention and praises 

from humans. 

2. The Muslim ummah must keep themselves away from riyaa’ for it 

is an act that will destroy the ‘aqeedah and associates with Allah Subhaanahu 

Wa Ta‘aala in a hidden manner. 

3. The Muslims must instill firm determination within in continuing to 

perform jihaad and liberating themselves from all madhmoomah traits and 

decorating themselves with traits of mahmoodah. 

 

يطَْانِ الرذجِيمِ  ِ مِنَ الشذ عُوذُ باِللَّذ
َ
 أ
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مَآ إلََِٰهُكُمۡ إلََِٰهٞ وََٰحِدَٞۖ فَمَن  نذ
َ
ِثۡلكُُمۡ يوُحَََٰٓ إلََِذ أ ناَ۠ بشَََٞ م 

َ
أ مَآ  قُلۡ إنِذ

رَب هِۦِٓ  بعِِبَادَةِ  يشَُۡكِۡ  وَلََ  صََٰلحِٗا  عَمَلَٗ  فَلۡيَعۡمَلۡ  رَب هِۦِ  لقَِاءَٓ  يرَجُۡواْ  كََنَ 
حَدََۢا 

َ
   ١١٠أ

 

“Say, “I am only a man like you, to whom has been revealed that 

your god is one God. So whoever would hope for the meeting with his 

Lord - let him do righteous work and not associate in the worship of his 

Lord anyone.”” 

 

(al-Kahf 18:110) 

فَعَنِيْ 
َ
عَظِيْمِ وَن

ْ
قُرْآنِ ال

ْ
مْ فِي ال

ُ
ك

َ
مْ بِمَا فِيْهِ بَارَكَ اُلله لِيْ وَل

ُ
اك وَإِيا

هُ هُوَ  هُ إِنا
َ
مْ تِلاوَت

ُ
يْ وَمِنْك لَ مِنِ  قَبا

َ
حَكِيْمِ وَت

ْ
رِ ال

ْ
ك

 
مِنَ الآيَاتِ وَالذِ

عَلِيْمُ.
ْ
مِيْعُ ال  السا

ا 
َ
وْلِيْ هَذ

َ
ولُ ق

ُ
ق

َ
مْ وَلِسَآئِرِ  أ

ُ
ك

َ
عَظِيْمَ لِيْ وَل

ْ
فِرُ اَلله ال

ْ
سْتَغ

َ
وَأ

حِيْمُ  فُوْرُ الرا
َ
غ

ْ
هُ هُوَ ال فِرُوْهُ إِنا

ْ
اسْتَغ

َ
سْلِمَاتِ ف

ُ ْ
سْلِمِيْنَ وَالْ

ُ ْ
 الْ
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THE SECOND KHUTBAH 
 

نَا مِنَ  
َ
ذِيْ جَعَل

ا
هِ ال

ا
حَمْدُ لِل

ْ
بَاتِ ال ِ

ي 
ا
نَا مِنَ الط

َ
سْلِمِيْنَ، وَرَزَق

ُ ْ
 .الْ

  
ا

نْ لَّ
َ
شْهَدُ أ

َ
 اللهُ أ

ا
هَ إِلَّ

َ
   إِل

َ
دًا   وَحْدَهُ لَّ نا مُحَما

َ
هَدُ أ

ْ
ش

َ
هُ، وَأ

َ
رِيْكَ ل

َ
ش

دٍ  ا مُحَما
َ
دِن سَيِ  ى 

َ
وَبَارِكْ عَل مْ 

 
وَسَلِ هُما صَلِ  

ا
الل هُ. 

ُ
وَرَسُوْل عَبْدُهُ 

ى
َ
ا   آلِهِ   وَعَل ما

َ
أ يْنِ.  الدِ  يَوْمِ  ى 

َ
إِل بِإِحْسَانٍ  بِعَهُمْ 

َ
ت وَمَنْ  وَصَحْبِهِ 

بِتَقْوَى اِلله  ايَ  وَإِيا مْ 
ُ
وصِيك

ُ
أ هَ! 

ا
الل  

ْ
قُوا اِتا عِبَادَ اِلله!  يَا 

َ
ف بَعْدُ، 

قُوْنَ.  تا
ُ ْ
ازَ  الْ

َ
قَدْ  ف

َ
 ف

 

ِينَ ءَامَنُواْ صَلُّواْ عَلَيۡهِ   هَا ٱلَّذ يُّ
َ
ِّۚ يََٰأ ِ َٰٓئكَِتَهُۥ يصَُلُّونَ عََلَ ٱلنذبِ  َ وَمَلَ إنِذ ٱللَّذ

  ٥٦وَسَل مُِواْ تسَۡليمًا  
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صْحَابِهِ 
َ
وَأ آلِهِ  ى 

َ
وَعَل دٍ  مُحَما ا 

َ
دِن ِ

سَي  ى 
َ
عَل مْ 

 
وَسَلِ صَلِ   هُما 

ا
الل

جْمَعِيْنَ 
َ
 .أ

 

ؤْمِنَاتِ 
ُ ْ
ؤْمِنِيْنَ وَالْ

ُ ْ
سْلِمَاتِ وَالْ

ُ ْ
مُسْلِمِيْنَ وَالْ

ْ
فِرْ لِل

ْ
هُما اغ

ا
حْيَاءِ   الل

َ ْ
 الْ

مْوَاتِ مِنْهُمْ  
َ
يَ وَالْ اض ِ

َ
عَوَاتِ وَيَا ق رِيْبٌ مُجِيْبُ الدا

َ
كَ سَمِيْعٌ ق ، إِنا

حَاجَاتِ 
ْ
 . ال

سْلِمِيْنَ 
ُ ْ
 الْ

َ
ة ئِما

َ
هُما اصْلِحْ أ

ا
لل

َ
مُوْرِهِمْ وَجَمِيْعَ ا

ُ
 أ

َ
ة

َ
سْلِمِيْنَ  وَوُلَّ

ُ
 الْ

 

كَ 
ُ
ل
َ
سْأ

َ
وَن مِيْنِ، 

َ
الْ كَ  بِنَبِيِ  يْكَ 

َ
إِل لُ  وَنَتَوَسا كَ 

ُ
ل
َ
سْأ

َ
ن ا  إِنا هُما 

ا
الل

بِعَيْنِ   
َ
تَحْفَظ نْ 

َ
أ مَى، 

ْ
عُظ

ْ
ال وَصِفَاتِكَ  حُسْنَى، 

ْ
ال سْمَآئِكَ 

َ
بِأ

  
َ
ة

َ
ل
َ
جَلا ةِ،  مَدَانِيا الصا ايَتِكَ 

َ
وِق وَبِحِفْظِ  ةِ،  انِيا با الرا مَلِكِنَا عِنَايَتِكَ 

ين ادريس شاه   الدِ 
ُ

رَف
َ

ان ش
َ
ط

ْ
ور، سُل

ُ
ان سلاڠ

َ
ط

ْ
مِ، سُل

ا
عَظ

ُ ْ
الْ

شاه  العزيز  عبد  ين  الدِ  حُ 
َ
صَلا ان 

َ
ط

ْ
سُل الْرحوم  ابن  الحاج 

 
َ
ة حا وَالصِ  وْفِيْقَ،  وَالتا  

َ
هِدَايَة

ْ
وَال عَوْنَ 

ْ
ال دِمِ 

َ
أ هُما 

ا
لل

َ
ا الحاج. 

س عَهْدِ  لِوَلِىِ   مِنْكَ،   
َ
مَة

َ
لا تڠك وَالسا ور،  

ُ
اِبْنِ لاڠ اه 

َ
ش مِير 

َ
أ و 

حٍ 
َ
وَصَلا مْنٍ 

َ
أ فِيْ  الحاج،  ادريس شاه  ين  الدِ   

ُ
رَف

َ
ش ان 

َ
ط

ْ
ل السُّ

ا
َ
ذ يَا  رَمک 

َ
وَك كَ  بِمَنِ  طِلْ  وَعَافِيَةٍ 

َ
أ هُما 

ا
لل

َ
ا رَامِ. 

ْ
وَالِإك جَلالِ 

ْ
ال
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غْ  
 
وَبلِ دِ، 

َ
بِلا

ْ
وَال ةِ  عِيا وَالرا فِيْنَ 

ا
مُوَظ

ْ
لِل مُصْلِحَيْنِ  عُمْرَهُمَا 

ادِ. 
َ

ش هُدَى وَالرا
ْ
رِيقِ ال

َ
 مَقَاصِدَهُمَا لِط

 

 

O Allah! We seek refuge in You from severe trials, from being afflicted 

with calamities, from evil in destiny, and from the joy of the enemies upon the 

tribulations and misfortunes that befell us. O Allah! We beseech Your 

protection, from losing the favors that You have bestowed, from the loss of 

health that You have granted, protect our state from calamity and disaster. O 

Allah! You are our One and Only Savior, we humbly beg You to save Masjid 

al-Aqsa in Palestine. 

 

O Allah! Make us among Your slaves that fulfills the amaanah. Strengthen 

our imaan so that we avoid treachery, protect us from becoming among those 

that neglect their responsibilities, and protect our state and nation from 

destruction due to bribery, embezzlement, and power abuse. Render the duty 

to lead our country upon Your slaves whom are trustworthy and honest, as well 

as firm and courageous in upholding the truth and executing justice according 

to the Sharee‘ah. O Allah, make the masaajid and suraus in the state of 

Selangor as Your peaceful homes, uniting everyone, and serve as the heart of 

the ummah’s strength.  

 

عۡيُنٖ وَٱجۡعَلۡنَا للِمُۡتذقِيَن إمَِامًا  
َ
ةَ أ َٰتنَِا قرُذ يِذ زۡوََٰجِنَا وَذُر 

َ
   ٧٤رَبذنَا هَبۡ لَناَ مِنۡ أ

نۡيَا حَسَنَةٗ وَفِِ ٱلۡأٓخِرَةِ حَسَنَةٗ وَقنَِا عَذَابَ ٱلنذارِ   ٢٠١رَبذنَآ ءَاتنَِا فِِ ٱلدُّ
هِ،  

ا
َ  عِبَادَ الل عَدۡلِ وَٱلِۡۡحۡسََٰنِ وَإِيتَايِٕٓ ذيِ ٱلقُۡرۡبَََٰ وَيَنۡهََٰ إنِذ ٱللَّذ

مُرُ بٱِلۡ
ۡ
عَنِ  يأَ

رُونَ   ِۚ يعَظُِكُمۡ لعََلذكُمۡ تذََكذ    ٩٠ٱلفَۡحۡشَاءِٓ وَٱلمُۡنكَرِ وَٱلَۡۡغِۡ
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مْ، 
ُ
يَزِدْك نِعَمِهِ  ى 

َ
عَل رُوْهُ 

ُ
ك

ْ
وَاش مْ 

ُ
رْك

ُ
ك

ْ
يَذ عَظِيْمَ 

ْ
ال اَلله   

ْ
رُوا

ُ
ك

ْ
اذ

َ
ف

مَا  مُ 
َ
يَعْل هُ 

ا
وَالل بَرُ 

ْ
ك

َ
أ اِلله  رُ 

ْ
ذِك

َ
وَل مْ 

ُ
يُعْطِك ضْلِهِ 

َ
ف مِنْ  وْهُ 

ُ
ل
َ
وَاسْأ

ِتَصْنَعُونَ. 
 

 

 

 


