“SEEKING KNOWLEDGE HAS NO ENDING TO IT”
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Dear blessed Muslims,

On this very noble day, | would like to remind myself and fellow audience that let us
strive to increase our imaan (faith) and taqwa of Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta'‘aala, which is
through fulfilling all of His Commands and avoiding all of His prohibitions. May the true
taqwa make us among His slaves that attain blissfulness and success in this world and the
Hereafter.

Today | will discuss upon a khutbah titled “SEEKING KNOWLEDGE HAS NO
ENDING TO IT.”

Respected Muslims,

Seeking knowledge (‘ilm) is an obligation upon every Muslim individual. With
knowledge, we will be able to know Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta‘aala, fulfill all of His
Commands, and avoid all of His prohibitions. Moreover, serving as vicegerents or leaders
on this earth also necessitates knowledge so as to be able to administer and bring
prosperity on Allah’s earth, as stipulated by Him Subhaanahu Wa Ta‘aala. The Muslim
ummabh that is knowledgeable will attain success in this world, even more in the Hereafter.

The significance of seeking knowledge is mentioned in verse 122 of Soorah at-
Tawbah:
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“And it is not for the believers to go forth [to battle] all at once. For there
should separate from every division of them a group [remaining] to obtain
understanding in the religion and warn their people when they return to them that
they might be cautious.”

! al-Mujaadalah 58:11.
2 Aal-‘Imraan 3:102.




Through this verse, Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta‘aala provided a leeway for those that
are seeking knowledge to not participate in military expeditions so that they will remain
behind and take on the role of educating and guiding others.

Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta‘aala raises the darajah (degrees) of the believers as
compared to the disbelievers. Amongst the believers, Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta‘aala
raises the darajah of those having knowledge. It goes to show that imaan and ‘ilm are
important aspects that must be given grave emphasis when Allah Subhaanahu Wa
Ta‘'aala has combined both matters in the verse recited.

Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta‘aala says, as mentioned in the beginning of the khutbah,
which means:

“...Allah will raise those who have believed among you and those who were
given knowledge, by degrees. And Allah is Acquainted with what you do.”

There are other virtues bestowed by Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta‘aala upon those that
strive in the pursuit of knowledge. In the hadeeth of Abu Hurayrah radiyAllaahu ‘anh, the

Prophet st said:
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“Whoever takes a path upon which to obtain knowledge, Allah makes the path
to Paradise easy for him.”
(at-Tirmidhi)

Dear blessed Muslims,

The path in seeking knowledge is always wide open. There are many universities
offering various lifelong learning programs through certifications and diplomas in various
fields including Islamic studies. Moreover, many masaajid and suraus are ever filled with
lessons and dawrah (intensives) on a daily basis. Knowledge can also be attained through
lectures on TV and radio stations delivered by certified teachers and du‘aat (callers to
Islam). Let us hasten to seize the very opportunity to gain sound knowledge in various
fields that are being offered. However, we must learn from teachers whom are recognized
within their respective fields. This is imperative because nowadays, the society is exposed
to strange ideologies, perverted knowledge, and many others. Some became extreme,
fanatical, obsessed, and others. All these diseases will surely become cancer within the
society. Hence, the cure necessitates possessing authentic knowledge.

Blessed audience,

Im can easy be attained through reading. Let us select reading materials that are
knowledge-based, not purely entertainment. Nurturing the reading culture so as to gain
knowledge is a command from Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta‘aala, as He mentions in verses
1-5 of soorah al-‘Alaq:
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“Recite in the name of your Lord who created - Created man from a clinging
substance. Recite, and your Lord is the most Generous - Who taught by the pen -
Taught man that which he knew not.”

A good and suitable place to increase one’s knowledge is the library. In addition to
books, at times the library administration will organize many beneficial programs for its
visitors. Therefore, let us cultivate library visitations as our weekly routine so that we will
be exposed to a knowledge-filled atmosphere. One step to the library yields a plethora of
knowledge. Firm imaan begets utmost conviction.

Respected audience,

Seeking knowledge truly has no ending to it. Indeed, the benefit of having
knowledge will not only be experienced by the individual alone, but instead the
surrounding community will taste the benefit from the ‘ilm possessed by an individual. This
iIs because it is through knowledge that we are able to distinguish between right and
wrong. We can distinguish between halaal and haraam, sins and rewards, good and bad,
and many others. Therefore, many of these issues can be resolved by possessing sound
knowledge. Furthermore, one will not be entrapped by wrongdoings, whether committing it
or being influenced by others. Everything can be overcome favorably by having proper
knowledge.

Dear beloved Muslims,

To end the khutbah, let us altogether take beneficial lessons upon the following
matters:

1. The Muslim ummah must have certainty that seeking knowledge is a
command from Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta‘aala.

2. The Muslim ummah must seek knowledge continuously especially Islamic
knowledge as the beacon of life, until it breathes its last.

3. The Muslim ummah must always strive in seeking knowledge so that it will be
able to fulfill all ‘ibaadah (worship) required by Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta‘aala, hence
attaining His Mercy.

4.
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“Is one who is devoutly obedient during periods of the night, prostrating and
standing [in prayer], fearing the Hereafter and hoping for the mercy of his Lord, [like
one who does not]? Say, “Are those who know equal to those who do not know?”

Only they will remember [who are] people of understanding.”
(az-Zumar 39:9)
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THE SECOND KHUTBAH
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“Indeed, Allah confers blessing upon the Prophet, and His angels [ask Him to

do so]. O you who have believed, ask [Allah to confer] blessing upon him and ask
[Allah to grant him] peace.”

(al-Ahzaab 33:56)
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O Allah, You are the Lord that is All Mighty, we are grateful to You for having
bestowed rahmah and barakah upon this state, which continues to remain advanced and
prosperous, with its residents united under the auspices and leadership of our Ruler as the
Head of Islamic affairs in this state.

Hence, we sincerely beseech You, O Allah, strengthen our imaan and creed
according to that of Ahl as-Sunnah wal-Jamaa‘ah, and protect us from teachings that are
outside the fold of Islam such as Ahmadiyyah or Qadiyaani and teachings declared as




astray such as Shee‘ah and the perverted teachings of llmu Shahadah Zikir Nafas by
Ismail Kassim. O Allah, Ya Rahmaan, Ya Raheem, unite our hearts, bestow upon us rizq
with blessings, enrich us with beneficial knowledge, protect us from calamities. O Allah,
bestow upon us guidance in performing the five daily prayers in congregation, fulfilling
zakaat through Lembaga Zakat Selangor (Selangor Zakaat Board), making waqgf and
infaaq of our wealth to Perbadanan Wakaf Negeri Selangor (Selangor Waqf Corporation)

and Tabung Amanah Pembangunan Islam Selangor (Islamic Development Trust Fund of
Selangor).
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