“MODERATION IN ENTERTAINMENT?”
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Dear blessed Muslims,

Let us altogether strive to increase our tagwa of Allah Subhaanahu Wa
Ta‘aala will absolute obedience, certainty, and sincerity. It is by fulfilling all of
His Commands and avoiding all of His prohibitions. May we become among
those having utmost tagwa, attaining salvation and success in this world and
the Hereatfter.

Today | will be delivering a khutbah titled: “MODERATION IN
ENTERTAINMENT.”

In Islam, entertainment is an activity that is permissible. However, its
implementation must be in accordance with Islamic guidelines so as to
preserve the sanctity of Islam from being slandered or blasphemed by
“‘external” entities. Furthermore, the culture of entertainment today is deemed
as very worrying, for it often leads to heedlessness and disobedience, and
also unrestricted free mixing not only among adults but also involving the
youth, teenagers, and even children.

Dear blessed audience,

In a general sense, entertainment is deemed as an activity that intends
to entertain, please, and appease one’s heart, as well as the soul. In the
context of our nation today, the culture of entertainment and being
entertained has received a place within the society, and it has grown widely
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through the printed and electronic media, where it espouses a culture with
excessive glorification of celebrities that has a great effect upon our society
today. Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta‘aala has given reminder to His slaves
regarding this matter in Soorah al-Hadeed, verse 20:
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“Know that the life of this world is but amusement and diversion
and adornment and boasting to one another and competition in
increase of wealth and children - like the example of a rain whose
[resulting] plant growth pleases the tillers; then it dries and you see it
turned yellow; then it becomes [scattered] debris. And in the Hereafter
is severe punishment and forgiveness from Allah and approval. And
what is the worldly life except the enjoyment of delusion.”

(al-Hadeed 57:20)
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Dear blessed Muslims,

Such danger from excessive entertainment within our society,
specifically for the young generation, through lyrics portraying love and
lewdness, deifying women, exhibiting racy and revealing attire, perversion
through seductive and enticing acts, excessiveness in karaoke sessions, and
many others. These will directly cause free mixing between opposite genders,
fornication, which then results in foundling, baby dumping, and increased
population of illegitimate children within the society. This is based on a report
from the National Registration Department, which revealed that a total of
159,725 illegitimate births had been registered since 2013 until today.

Blessed audience,

Excessive entertainment or hedonism is no secret to the general public,
that even those with basic Islamic education have been immersed and
drowned by the storm brought by this phenomenon.

Today, we are excessively exposed to various types of entertainment
that are fascinating and in vain, leading the society to a life of pure fun with
no concern for the religious limitations prescribed that one is willing to waste
time, wealth, and energy just to attend concerts of no avail.
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Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta‘aala mentions in Soorah Lugmaan, verse 6:
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“And of the people is he who buys the amusement of speech to
mislead [others] from the way of Allah without knowledge and who
takes it in ridicule. Those will have a humiliating punishment.”

(Lugmaan 31:6)

Dear blessed Muslims,

The disease of excessive entertainment, in one way or another, carries
a mission or objective in corrupting the ‘ageedah of the Muslim ummah
through its verbal utterances, clothing, and manifestation of actions or
symbols that imitates the lifestyle and culture of other religions, and also the
love for shirk.

Therefore, it behoove songwriters, composers, organizers, and
everyone involved within the entertainment industry to always remain vigilant
and take precautionary measures pertaining to the rulings and limitations
stipulated within the Sharee‘ah.

Dearest audience,

In concluding the khutbah today, | would like to remind the Muslim
ummah to:

1. Always observe the limits of ‘ageedah, Sharee‘ah, and akhlaaq of
Islam in all activities of our lives including entertainment.

2. All parties must be concerned with the education and upbringing
of our children so that they will not slip into the traps of excessive
entertainment.

3. The Muslim ummah must realize that entertainment that is
excessive will not provide the tranquility and blissfulness sought. It is just like
scratching the scab on the body. Even though the itchiness fades away, the
disease will spread and inflict harm upon the body.
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“[This] worldly life is only amusement and diversion. And if you

believe and fear Allah, He will give you your rewards and not ask you

for your properties.”
(Muhammad 47:36)
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THE SECOND KHUTBAH
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Dear blessed audience,



Once again, | would like to remind all of us that Islam teaches us to
remain moderate in every actions and deeds. As Muslims, we are to manifest
noble akhlaag, having utmost personality and attitude for Rasulullah il was
sent to perfect akhlaaqg and as mercy for the entire mankind and the worlds.
At the same time, we are to avoid any form of deviant ideologies and
extremism in which its consequences will only disrupt the harmony, unity, and
security of the Muslim ummah and our nation.
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O Allah, You are the Lord that is All Mighty, we are grateful to You for
having bestowed upon us rahmah and ni‘mah, that we are able to continue
the effort in empowering the Muslim ummah especially in the state of
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Selangor, as an advanced state, prosperous and providing welfare, under the
auspices and leadership of our Ruler as the head of Islamic affairs in this
state.

Hence, we sincerely beseech You, O Allah, strengthen our imaan,
accept our deeds, strengthen our unity, increase our rizq, enrich us with
beneficial knowledge, cultivate our soul with good mannerisms, return us to
the path that You are pleased with, protect us from disasters and Your severe
trials such as droughts, floods, the plagues of Zika and Dengue, so that our
state will always remain protected and blessed.

O Allah, we sincerely beseech You, strengthen our beliefs according to
the creed of Ahl as-Sunnah wal Jamaa‘ah, and protect us from the practices
and ‘aqgeedah that are astray such as Shee‘ah, Qadiyaani, and other
ideologies.

O Allah, open up our hearts in fulfilling the five daily prayers, performing
zakaat, and other obligations, as well as making waqgf and infaaq of our
wealth especially to Perbadanan Wakaf Negeri Selangor (Selangor Waqf
Corporation) and Tabung Amanah Pembangunan Islam Selangor (Islamic
Development Trust Fund of Selangor). With these deeds, O Allah, bless our
lives and widen our rizq with perpetual rewards until the Last Day.
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